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Multi-society statement highlights radiology as a key
component in the era of value-based healthcare

Several major radiological societies have collaborated and co-published an important paper on the
value contributed to healthcare by radiology, explaining also how that value may be measured,
recognised and augmented. The paper was written by representatives of the European Society of
Radiology (ESR) [1], American College of Radiology (ACR) [2], Radiological Society of North America
(RSNA) [3], Canadian Association of Radiologists (CAR) [4], Royal Australian and New Zealand
College of Radiologists (RANZCR) [5] and International Society for Strategic Studies in Radiology
(IS3R) [6], which, together represent hundreds of thousands of radiologists worldwide.
Value-based healthcare (VBH) is a framework for improving individual patient health outcomes per
unit of expenditure. Highlighting radiology as a key component of healthcare, which impacts greatly
on patient outcomes, the authors of the paper argue that it must be considered a vital element of
VBH.
Adequate resourcing of radiology is required to maintain healthcare efficiency, and thus maximise
value. Therefore, as part of the fundamental goal of enhancement of value for patients, radiology
must be a component of any formula to assess costs against outcomes in healthcare. The calculation
of value metrics, and resourcing decisions based on such calculations, must take account of the
need to resource radiology adequately to maintain its value contribution.
By embracing the principles of value-based healthcare, it is believed that radiology can contribute to
moving to a value-driven system, where all investigations or interventions contribute positively to
patient outcomes. The paper lays out nine steps that can be taken to support this endeavour.
Amongst experts involved in the paper’s publication were ESR Past-President Prof. Lorenzo E. Derchi,
ESR President Prof. Michael Fuchsjäger and ESR 2nd Vice-President Dr. Adrian Brady.
The article is co-published in Insights into Imaging, the Canadian Association of Radiologists Journal,
the Journal of Medical Imaging and Radiation Oncology, the Journal of the American College of
Radiology, and Radiology.
To read the paper, click here [7].
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